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Planning a family day out in Howden? This two day itinerary is an easy way
to explore, with short walks, simple activities and plenty of stops to keep

everyone happy. Follow the itinerary or swap the mornings and afternoons
around. You can mix and match to suit nap times and energy levels!
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Morning

Let the little ones lead the way as you explore Howden on the Heritage
Blue Plaque trail. It’s a simple, town-centre walk that turns a wander into a
game of “spot the next plaque”, with plenty of short stops built in.

Top tip: For a self-guided tour to follow, Howden Civic Society shares
walking routes that introduce the town’s key historic buildings.

Midday

After the trail, continue your stroll with a gentle wander through Howden’s
historic streets and architecture, then stop for lunch. There are plenty of
spots to choose from for a bite to eat, keeping even the fussiest of eaters
happy. Take a look at our Food & Drink directory before your visit, or just
see what grabs your fancy on the day. If you’re visiting on a Friday, you can
also call in at the Shire Hall Community Café and Mini Market, which runs
weekly.

ﬁ www.visithowden.co.uk
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https://howdencivicsociety.co.uk/a-tour-of-howden
https://www.visithowden.co.uk/howden-directory/food-drink/

Afternoon
Head to The Ashes Playing Field, a large community green space near

Howden Minster. It’s a great place for kids to run around, with a playpark, a
Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) for ball games, and a pétanque court. Why
not have the little ones bring their bikes or scooters along to do a lap (or
two) of the Howden Mile, an all-weather track that loops around the edge
of the park.
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Morning

Start the day at Howden Marsh Nature Reserve for a gentle pace and some
wildlife spotting. The site has a flat surfaced route and boardwalk with no
barriers, making it suitable for buggies and prams. Children should be
supervised, particularly near the water.

Good to know: there are picnic areas, but no toilets on site.

Midday
Keep lunch simple by picking up something easy earlier in the day (or the
day before) and having a picnic:

e |Inthe Community Orchard at Howden Marsh

e Back at The Ashes if you want play space nearby.

If the weather isn’t on your side, you’ll still have plenty of indoor eating
options in the town.

Afternoon

Finish your visit with something a bit different at Howden Minster, where
you can hunt for the 30 tiny carved mice hidden around the Minster’s
woodwork and furnishings. It’s a great family-friendly “find them all”
challenge! Afterwards, grab an ice cream before making your way home or
back to your accommodation.
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https://www.visithowden.co.uk/things-to-do/howden-marsh/
https://www.visithowden.co.uk/things-to-do/the-ashes/

Inporfwd] Gogistios fov fumilics

Two days in Howden can be as busy or as slow as you like, with a good balance of

fresh air, history and kid-friendly activities.

This itinerary is designed to be flexible, so you can follow it in order or build your

own two-day mix.

Finding your way

While you’re out and about, the
Howden map is handy for getting
your bearings and checking locations
as you go.

Getting around with little ones
Howden is mostly flat, which makes
routes around the town manageable
for little legs, buggies and prams.

Toilets and baby changing

Public toilets (including an accessible
RADAR-key toilet and a Changing
Places facility) are available on
Charles Briggs Avenue, Howden,
DN14 7SX, and it’s worth using them
before visiting Howden Marsh, as
there are no toilets on site.
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What’s on in Howden

There’s always lots going on in
Howden, so be sure to check out
upcoming events when you’re
planning your visit.

Travelling to Howden

Howden is easy to reach by public
transport, with a railway station and
local bus services connecting the
town with nearby areas. More
information about transport links and
parking in Howden is available on our
website.

Howden has two East Riding of
Yorkshire Council pay-and-display
car parks (with some streets covered
by a Controlled Parking Zone).
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https://www.visithowden.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Visit-Howden-map-A4.pdf
https://www.visithowden.co.uk/visitor-info/
https://www.visithowden.co.uk/visitor-info/

—_—

An online information hub keeping you up to date with all Howden has to offer.
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HOWDEN MARSH

¢ that such a
tranquil space can be bocated right
mext o the town centre.

The boardwallk allows access for
and offers

pastime made for any age.

W invite you to explone Howden
Marsh and all it has to offer throughout
the seasons.

www.visithowden.co.uk

Medical Cemtre

Q

facred Heart
Chaarch

T

HoWDEN MINSTER

This Grade 1 listed building dominates
the lecal landscape with a 135ft tower
that draws in visitors far and wide,
Howden Minster is steeped in a colourful
history da ight back to Saxon times.

Maost of the present structure that we
see today was rebullt in the 13th and
5, making it one of the

a5 geometric, style, Mow, the ruined cast
end and chapter house fall under the
puardianship of English Hes

Throughout the Minster, if you look
carefully, thene are over 30 hidden
wooden mice, by famous carver Robert
[ousemnan) Thompson.

I the: grounds of the Minster, you can
find the Howden sculpture sequenoe,

an installation from renowned soulptor
John Maine RA in 2002, The sequence
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THE SHIRE HALL

an
lconic part of the town's landscape.

Drver the years, i 5 served many rokes.

Charles Briggs gave
wsed by the commun

It mow hosts many classes and groups,
live entertainment, and a weekly Friday

on the ariginal Medieval base.
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THE ASHES

| sprawling space in the heart of
2 Ashees ks o versatile 1

tree-lined plot housing sports fac
and open parkland. As a registered charity,
the park's development falls under the
respansibility of The Ashes Playing Field
Trust, who continue to invest in the open
apn
The park has much to offer visitors, but
one of the most popular pastimes is the
Howrden Mile, where locals stretch their
begs by completing twe laops of the park's
perimeter, This route also forms part of a
Larger Sk Howden circuit.

histeric Bishops Manor Houss beyond.

of the Bishops Palace.
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